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Strong interest in DRM digital radio amongst Indian FM broadcasters 
 
Mumbai, May 28 2009 –  A DRM Digital Radio Mondiale session was very well received by the commercial FM 
broadcasters in the annual India Radio Forum held in Mumbai on Wednesday.  The event’s special session titled 
‘Digital Broadcast – Changing the World of Radio’ was attended by delegates of a majority of the biggest Indian 
FM broadcast companies. 
 
The session was a first introduction of India’s private broadcast industry to the many benefits of DRM digital 
radio. The broadcasters were particularly interested in the key features opening new commercial opportunities, 
including up to four services per frequency and multimedia services like EPG, Journaline text information service 
and Slideshow. They also experienced the 5.1 digital surround sound of a DRM+ broadcast, which was on 
display throughout the day. The programme makers and creative heads were impressed with the excellent audio 
quality and reception robustness of DRM broadcasts. 
 
The regular All India Radio broadcast from Delhi on DRM SW, officially launched in January, could be heard by 
delegates live on various DRM receivers. The Indian state broadcaster – All India Radio – has recently 
announced its decision to adopt DRM for the upcoming transition to Digital Radio. Seventy per cent of the 
country is planned to be covered with DRM broadcasts by the end of government’s 11th five year plan. This 
analogue-to-digital migration plan is in line with the analogue radio switch off date of 2015.  
 
India Radio Forum (IRF) brings together all the major Indian FM players. Here the present and future of 
commercial FM is discussed, and best of the industry performance is celebrated. This was the first time that a 
digital radio session was organised during IRF. After the session, many broadcasters showed strong interest in 
exploring this option and taking their present analogue FM business to the next level of service offerings and 
revenue opportunities.  
 
CVC “The Voice Asia” ran a DRM broadcast to Mumbai for the India Radio Forum on 27th May. The transmission 
ran from 05:30 to 11:30 UTC (11:00 – 17:00 local time, India) on 17695 kHz in the Hindi language, transmitted 
from Jülich. 

About DRM and DRM+ 

Digital Radio Mondiale (DRM) is the digital broadcasting system for the broadcasting bands below 30MHz (long, 
medium and short wave). DRM has near-FM sound quality plus the ease-of-use that comes from digital 
transmissions, combined with long range and low power consumption. DRM+ uses the same audio coding, data 
services, multiplexing and signaling schemes as the established part of the DRM standard for short, medium and 
long wave up to 30 MHz, but operates in higher frequencies between 30 and 174 MHz (including the 
broadcasting bands Band I and Band II). The DRM Consortium has completed the technical development of 
DRM+. The technology enhancement to the DRM system specification is currently in the ETSI standardization 
process. ### 
 
For more information and DRM updates please visit www.drm.org or subscribe to DRM news by 
writing to pressoffice@drm.org. 
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